Drascombe Rosbeg Rally Co.Donegal.

Dates: 
Due to initial advertising the dates for this rally remain as set despite other rally date changes…. 6th to 9th of June 2008 inclusive for anyone that can come early or leave later!

Venue: 
Rosbeg, Dawros Head, Near Portnoo/Narin, Ardara, CoDonegal.

Suitability:
This rally venue would not suit the novice sailor. The sailing area is exposed to the Atlantic and I would therefore not recommend Drascombes shorter than the Longboat, unless weather is favourable.

The location and facilities would be more for the hardened amongst us, those used to roughing it camping or sleeping aboard under a boom tent. So again not particularly appropriate for families without accommodation!
Directions: 
From ring road around Donegal town follow signs for Killybegs.

Turn off main road to the right signed to Ardara up hill after crossing Eaney river bridge. Drive slowly as this road gets progressively bumpier especially towing!
There is a spectacular view of the sailing area on the approach road to Ardara.

Turn right in Ardara up the hill. At the top of the hill fork off to the left (signed Rosbeg/Portnoo/Narin) I think! The turn off to the left for Rosbeg (also signed Dawros Bay Hotel) is in a few miles, don’t worry if you miss it as there is another shortly after, and even if you miss this it is still OK to drive on to Narin/Portnoo and on to Rosbeg. 
The roads from the Rosbeg turn off are narrow and dangerous, likewise from Portnoo. Please drive with extreme caution even if not towing.

You’ll know when you’ve arrived as the road comes within a few metres of the sea and your immediate view is of small rocky islets.

Accommodation options:

For the affluent there is the Lake House Hotel in Narin or the Dawros Bay Hotel (Joe’s) close by. Caravan and camping a mile down the road at Tramore strand which has toilets and basic facilities.

Local holiday homes are probably available to let at this time of year.

As long as there are not too many of us there is camping/roughing it space between the road and shore at the beach at Rosbeg and I’ll try and arrange access to use toilets in ‘Joes’.
Launching and anchoring:

Launching is down a rather steep slip at the end of Rosbeg harbour wall and is preferable not at low water due to possible car slip. A four wheel drive is safest and I will be around to assist if needed. There isn’t much room to tie up against the quay for over-nighting but it is possible. Anchoring/mooring options are not brilliant but are safe. The main problem is avoiding drying out. My suggestion is using two anchors one bow one stern and creating a running mooring to give some tidal flexibility.
There are 3 locations ‘Packie’s harbour, a lovely natural harbour which you pass on the way from Tramore strand to Rosbeg. The beach just North of the harbour and slip, and thirdly a small enclosed bay a few hundred metres West through a narrow gut. The local use this in bad weather to protect their boats, it does dry out though!

Trailers can be stored either at the beach or car park area of the harbour.

Programme:

As ever the programme is going to be weather dependent. Bad weather alternatives are numerous. Lovely windy walks on Loughros Head or the wild Dawros Head or on numerous beaches. 

The caves at Maghera beyond Ardara some of which are accessible by land. Drives to Slieve League, cliffs and seascapes to nearly 2000 feet! Or drives North to Cruit. Inish Keel island at Portnoo accessible at low water. Doon Lough to visit an ancient stone fort. Etc, etc!
Sailing wise or motoring if lack of wind it is hoped to visit Inish Barnog for a picnic and catch Mackerel! Explore the caves and arches of Slieve Tooey and picnic behind Gull Island and perhaps Tormore. And if weather and tides right an estuary trip to the sandhills!
As this is Drascombe meet without ‘clubhouse’ all participants are ‘self-catering’ or rather food is not being provided. However if in agreement it would be nice to arrange for maybe an evening meal together at ‘Joes’ (Dawros Bay Hotel) on the Saturday and perhaps for a few pints too! 

Other eating places are numerous in Ardara or closer the Narin Inn or the pub at Kilclooney does good food too.

Essentials:

2 anchors with chain and plenty of extra warp for mooring.

Engine which works!

Boats normal safety equipment including oars.

Camera!

Sun cream?!

Contact details:

Please contact Rob Henshall by any of the following means if you are able to come for hopefully a long or short weekend of wonderful sailing and scenery:

robhens@tiscali.co.uk
0044 (0)28 66341676

0044 (0)7771728388
